Another world is possible! 


WRAG film project. 


The Wellington Rainforest Action Group 
(WRAG), are looking for local artists and 
activist to take part in a ‘Baraka’-type film 
collaboration. The film will focus on the 
environment, the environmental effect of 
humans, and the positive alternatives to 
redress the imbalances that happen.If 
your are interested in particpating/ 
offering some skill/time/talent, then 
contact WRAG,e-mailwrag@hotmail.com, 
phone (04)385-6728, or drop by at 126 
Vivian Street. 



STV or not STV — is 


Middle class academics get more excited 
about forms that substances. The claims for 
the Single Transferrable Vote system are 
that it is fairer, and gives better expression 
to the will of the community than first past 
the post. So it gives a more accurate account 
of the illusions of the electors at election 
time? That neglects the basic problem with 
“representative democracy” — which is af¬ 
ter you elect a carefully chosen representa¬ 
tive that person, and others like her/him 
rat on promises they made at the election 
and go the way of big money and big busi¬ 
ness, at the peoples cost. 

And after all the counting of preferences do 
you get anything substantially different? At 
the first election the STV system was used 
— for Christchurch City in 1917— the re¬ 
turning officers toiled through 327 re¬ 
counts [no computers those days] and pro¬ 
duced a council with 9 Citizens , 5 Labour 
and 2 independents — exactly the same re¬ 
sult as the previous first past the post elec- 


Around the world on September 28th, 
people gathered to show there opposition 
and anger at Bush and Blairs economically 
driven call for war (Pre-emptive and one 
sided). In NZ, demos were held in 
Auckland, Napier, Dunedin and 
Wellington. In London, 250,000 - 
400,000 people gathered at a 
demonstration organised by the Stop the 
war coalition and the Muslim Assosiation 
of Britian. 100,000 gathered in Rome. 

In Washington D.C, a massive police effort 
confronted protesters who came to voice 
opposition to the meeting of the World 
Bank and the International Monetary 
fund. Hundreds of arrests were made in 
what the cops call ‘preventive measures’. 
Military personal were there with the 
cops-the U.S hits a new low in civil 
liberties. 


that the question? 


tion. Same bastards with their elected rep¬ 
resentatives to ensure they do what people 
want. In the Brazilian city of Porto Alegre 
there is such a system based on neighbour¬ 
hood groups which have become the decid¬ 
ing factor on what the local council does 
with the peoples money. I have an article 
and a video on this if anyone is interested in 
a real alternative to the dictatorship of 
money we have now. It lies in people power. 

Jim Delahunty 

W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy Volumes (12 Issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more...cheques can be made out to Windy) 
W((i))ndy P.O. Box 6387, Wellington 
Windy meets Wednesdays, 6-7:3opm, Peace 
& Environment centre, Vivian St, 

All are welcome!! 
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Mobilising against the war on Iraq. 


“We don’t 
think that 
we count in 
the far end of 
the South 
Pacific, the 
bubble on 
the backside 
of Australia 
that hangs 
onto the coat 
tails of Tony 
Blair and 
rubs its 
tongue in the 
orifices 

exhibited by George W. We can 
start here, we can hold our head 
up amongst the community of 
nations. We can say we stand 
with the majority of the worlds 
people and governments, for 
indeed we do, in opposing this 
madness.” - speaker at the 
Wellington anti-war rally. 

On the 28th of September people 
around the world expressed their 
views about the much-hyped 
looming war on Iraq. In a demo 
organised by Peace Action 
Wellington, about 180 people 
gathered in Cuba Mall to con¬ 
demn the hypocrisy of George 
Bush and Tony Blairs advance 
for war. Free food, flowers and 
info were given out. 

The Wellington Carnival street 


band and the Brass 
Razoo Solidarity Band 
provided conscious 
music for the gather¬ 
ing. Sue Kedgley, the 
first speaker, said 
“that rather than a 
humanitarian 
agenda, the real 
agenda was oil! If the 
US is worried about 
what Iraq has in 
terms of weapons, 
chemical and biologi¬ 
cal, then they need 
look to inwards as it is 
U.S firms who have supplied the Iraqi 
government over the years.” 

Robert Reid and Jill Ovens from the 
Alliance followed. Ovens agreed with a 
statement from Don Franks condemn¬ 
ing the silence from local trade 
unions, and urged all local union 
members to challenge their union’s 
compliant silence. Ovens also noted 
the hypocrisy of the NZ government, 
though Helen Clark is seen to some as 
a guardian of the peace by not offering 
troops for an Iraqi assault, she is the 
one who sanctioned troops sent to 
Afghanistan. 

Martin Hutt from the Iraqi medical 
alert support group called the sanc¬ 
tions on Iraq over the last 12 years 
themselves a weapon of mass destruc¬ 
tion. A member of the Assyrian 


Christian society followed this, and... 

Freedom Fighters’ Future Functions 

October 9: PGA&IMC presents from Ireland IMC ‘ Berlusconi’s Mousetrap’, 
screening at 146 Riddiford St Newtown, The Space. $5 entry, starts 8pm. 
Oct, 12: Aotearoa Jams for Palestinian Freedom, Indig0,9pm,Cuba St, $10. 
Every Thursday: candle lit vigil for peace, at the Cenotaph, cnrLambton & Bowen 
Every Saturday: ‘Behind the News’, 12.30 on Acess radio _ 
























WTO: Coming to a city near you. 


The World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) 
plans an informal 
‘mini-ministerial’ 
meeting of trade 
ministers from 25 
countries in Sydney 
on 14-15 November. 

Australia’s trade 
minister Mark Vaile 
has said in a press 
release that the aims 
are to ‘discuss the 
Doha round of 
multilateral trade 
negotiations’, ‘ensure the next WTO 
ministerial meeting, to be held in Mexico 
in September 2003, is successful’ and 
‘drive the trade agenda forward’. 

Activists of various backgrounds and 
colours will want to ensure the opposite 
takes place. A group called No Borders 
Sydney plans an orange-clad Orange Bloc 
of protestors ‘as a symbol of the global 
state of emergency we are living under’. 
After the success of the Woomera 2002 
protests, which brought the plight of 
refugees in desert concentration camps to 
the attention of the world, thousands of 
Australian activists intend to converge on 
Sydney, which is somewhat easier to get 
to. The intention will be close down the 
meeting, a goal that was almost achieved 
in September 2000 when the World 
Economic Forum came to Melbourne. 

However, a more important goal should 
be to build non-factional activist networks 
in opposition to the global neo-colonial 
capitalist machine. ‘The enemy of my 
enemy is my friend.’ A diversity of tactics, 


not just blockades, 
can be employed so 
that the aims and 
interests of 
different activist 
groups are 
respected. There 
has to be a lasting 
result which 
includes education 
of the public and 
participatory 
democracy, and 
refutes the media 
cliche that street protests are 
merely ephemeral ‘rent-a-mob’ 
spectacles. 

The WTO, International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank are the instruments of 
neo-colonialism acting on behalf of 
wealthy nations and corporations. They 
force structural adjustment austerity 
programmes on poor nations, leading to 
war, genocide and the creation of millions 
of refugees. They aim at free movement of 
capital and the restricted movement of 
people. At WTO meetings the needs of 
poorer nations are ignored, while their 
representatives are coerced and 
blackmailed into agreeing to trade rules 
that will harm their economies and 
people. 

If you are interested in going to Sydney to 
demonstrate against the WTO, contact 
Wellington Indymedia by mail or email. 

K A Simpson 

Contacts: Manoj Dias-Abey, Anti-Racism 
Officer, National Union of Students NSW, 
email manojda@hotmail.com Mobile 
0414 506 913 Fax (02) 9267 4461 



irmmrumA poctor 


ICE ICE BABY: “Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner” 


“Atanarjuat: The Fast Runner” is due for 
release towards the end of September in 
Aotearoa. The first ever feature film in the 
Inuit language of the indigenous peoples of 
Nunavut (the autonomous region of 
northern Canada). And what a spectacular 
debut it is as well. The story takes place 
roughly a thousand years ago in the harsh 
environment of the Arctic Circle. It’s a 
traditional saga adapted for the big screen, 
with the cast 

composed entirely of local people. The 
plot itself is timeless and placeless - famil¬ 
iar folk-story themes of tribe; clan, family, 
murder, love, jealousy and betrayal are all 
present. A tribe is infected with an evil 
spirit at the birth of a pair of twin brothers, 
Atanarjuat and Amaqjuaq.The story is 
exciting and engaging, and made all the 
better by the incredible scenery, changing 
imperceptibly with the seasons, the blan¬ 
kets of snow receding slightly in the sum¬ 
mertime. The snow, the costumes, the 
packs of snarling dogs, the brilliant per¬ 
formances by the cast, and the authentic 
almost doco-style feel to this film (it was 
shot on digital cameras) make it 
unmissable. 

At a screening of “Atanarjuat” earlier this 
year at the Adelaide ArtsFestival, i also 
caught a film called “Australian Rules”, 
based on the book “Deadly Unna?”. It is set 
in the 1970’s and tells the experiences of a 
young white boy, who plays Aussie rules 
with a local mixed-race side in rural South 
Australia. One incident depicted in the 
film, based on real life, is where a young 
Aboriginal man is shot dead during a they 
had consulted with the Aboriginal boys’ 
family and tribe before portraying the 
death. Having neglected to do this, and 


only consulting with Aboriginal communi¬ 
ties of the Yorke Peninsula as the film 
neared completion; the first screening was 
greeted with protests, anger, and calls for 
a boycott. A 3-hour Q+A session after¬ 
wards was highly emotionally charged 
with accusations of racism and exploita¬ 
tion. With wide exposure from the book 
the film is sure to make profits at the box 
office. 

After the screening of “Atanarjuat”, the 
screenplay writer Paul Apak Angilirq 
hosted a Q+A session. He explained how 
this film had been years in the making, 
with each local community consulted 
about how they felt about one of their folk 
tales being turned into a film. The script 
was re-written accordingly (different 
tribes had different versions of the story), 
and the costumes and props for the film 
were made using traditional methods. 

Even in some cases where a tradition had 
died out, the preparations for the film 
involved doing historical research into 
Inuit culture, and local communities were 
taught an old part of their history that had 
been killed off with the arrival of ‘civilisa¬ 
tion’. “Atanarjuat” is a shining example of 
how a feature film can be made that truly 
benefits the local indigenous community 
without exploiting them for commercial 
gain. 

Kevin 


cont. from front 


..then Don Carson of the Wellington Palestin¬ 
ian Committee. Carson said that the Israeli 
occupation of Palestine was intrinsically 
linked to any conflicts in the region. The last 
speaker was Grant Brookes from Socialist 
worker, followed by an open mic session. 

windyeditors 























